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What was that!? 
THAT WAS THE ENTRY FLASH FROM} E 
AN IMPACTOR, 300 KM DISTANT. 


[THE IONIZATION TRAIL OF THE IMPACTOR. ] 


THE WEAPON SEEMS TO HAVE SUBDIVIDED| | 

JUST BEFORE STRIKING. IT HAS CREATED A 

CONSIDERABLE AIRSHOCK EFFECT AS WELL 
AS AN INTENSE AREA BOMBARDMENT. 


THE INITIAL IMPACT ZONE COVERED THE SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT. 
THE AIRSHOCK HAS NOW COVERED THE ENTIRE MUNICIPALITY AND 
IS STILL EXPANDING. DAMAGE LEVEL IS NOW REDUCED TO 50 %. 


Annahport -- What 
happened to Annahport? 


Is there anything -- ? 


A CIVIL DEFENSE WARNING WAS BEING ANNOUNCED AS THE 
IMPACTORS STRUCK. OUTLYING POPULATIONS HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO MAKE COVER AS THE AIRSHOCK SPREADS. MONITORING 
HAS BEEN LOST IN THE INITIAL STRIKE ZONE. 


I Yes, there was concern about how 
others were conducting our defense. 
= 
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We're going to coordinate relief and support efforts, though some of those 
can be handled at a local level, and manage planetary defenses while those 
idiots over at Abennea try to block the nets and undo it all. 


The local EDF Command has corrupted the net. 
Apparently for some kind of personal ambitions. 


| mean, what is 
going on here? 
> a 


We have an independent program that can help us 
keep the net clear so we can take care of the crisis. 


Abennea may attempt to contact you or 
other units, claiming their command authority. 


What I'm asking you all now is to do your job. 
Help the stricken and keep the rest safe. 


Technically, they may be right, 
but they've already killed a 
million or more of our own people. 


So, what are they doing now? | 


They've not attempted assert 
any command authority? 


Well, actually, we can, 
but no one is acknowledging us. 


42 BL?) 
Well, sir, as you can see, they're lining up 
some ACVs for intercept and have 


mobilized some relief for the stricken areas. 


You work on it from this end. 
I've got my own options. 


| want command back! 
Buzz me when you get anything. 


And at this point, I'm no’ . 
Uh, Sir? What about relief support? 


fussy about how | get it. 


~ 
~ 


\e. : "7 ; 
is 
We a x THT should 
Pigs ‘m wondering if | shou WY 
R << 
\ S= 


“ a A\ 
want fe 
what 


we 
don't 0 think Yea 
about what I'd find, Aga\y 


y a? 
oxy its : \V \ SSS 
bj incl 7 \ aR Ke} 
Iss Ace . YY. i. = 
JES a) ey 


Bigceas Ne Sp Vi fa LS : 


LZ SY ae 


Hi there, little guy. 
athe 
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Everybody's ears hurt around her 


I'm afraid your 
mommy isn't available. 


Hey, there's a ship coming in. 
They ought to have an aid center. 


I'm a member of the Homeguard, rescuing 
a citizen. You have a problem with that? 
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wo? 


Where's the med service 


i That bastard just dropped off some emergency |; 


rations and firs od kits, then took off | The whole city is like this, so there is no quick help coming. 
listen up! That means we ‘Il have to take care of ourselves. 
There's no one in charge here? £ : a7 


Does it look like if? 
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You guys with the bodies, 


Bee see if you can event 
do you know who they are? 


a map of the eee 


ut hardcopies in with every D 
ID if you know for sure, 
and a location description. 


I'm coming along to 
help set up landing zones Well, me and these guys 


and coordinate support ops. 


The first wave of help had a hard time oi. 4 \ 
finding safe and useful LZs. < So we're coming in with LZ kits and 
And with all the debris, kick-up was awful. 4: some portable engineering support. 


| | Alfon, we all got briefed on flying the support, but only 
~~j | got somie bare bones on the immediatearea situation. 
All the comm has been put on combat secure, so we 

{| haven't heard anything from the rest of the world. 


| heard talk of category 2 triage. 


I'll tell you what | know for a sure fact. 
Dursahn got a single large impact, 
just a crater now, and ejecta damage 
up to a hundred Km out. Dahte got one 
as well, not a direct hit, but close enough 
that it doesn't matter. 


Just how bad is it? 


No details, just the number.Annahport got 
the weird shot gun hit. Everything there that 
wasn't hit directly got flattened by the airshock. 
There's overpressure damage out to Edez Point. 
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Rojigo, you get enough of a nap? 


ee Se 


| = 
I'm afraid not. 
a ~| See, it is still burning. 


US Re Monee TONY SNES 
There might be bad people after her, 
and maybe us too. 


Computer, what is our 
immediate battle plan? 
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Computer, does our mission provide for evasive action? 
Or more important, 
is there some strategic plan that requires us to go straight in? 


Connect me with - 


Computer, assemble attack maneuver options 
that will give us some chance of survival. 


FLUID MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS.AND THE CLASS A 


YOU WILL HAVE TO BE SPECIFIC COMMAND LINKS WILL NEED TO BE LOOKED AT AS WELL. 
ABOUT WHAT LEVEL OF SURVIVAL. = te: 


Yes, of course. 


ZA S the computer knows! and by suggesting it, 
~The only restrictions are that we'll need enough A seems willing 10 go along rh a 
consumables for a worst-case skip jump out of EDF space. y | EF375 


So, what do you want me 
to do with these panels? 


SQ Just tie them down anywhere. 
At least 10 Gee rig. 


d down as best you can. 
iy o\ 


Don't worry about the open works. If we're lucky, 
we can come back in half an hour and undo all this. 
We're going to have one wild ride, and we 
don't have much time to prep for it. 


poe 
Any news about Annahport? 
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They're showing some survivors - 
but there's still no useful info on the ground. 


At least they didn't get 
hit like Dursahn or Kayor. 


es, there is that. 


We're getting a track on 


| the last of the hostiles. 


Yes, yes. | was thinking more of, say everything 
above class D power. That and protecting 
vital automated regulatory systems. 


Looks like it. Commit them to the intercept, 
but get some of the far side units moving. 
There's always a chance of some more 

hostiles jumping in. 


| want to prevent them from doing anything 
to interfere with or subvert my authority once 
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THAT CAN BE DONE. HOWEVER, | MUST REMIND YOU THAT SOME 
SYSTEMS DON'T HAVE THE REQUIRED SUBROUTINE CUSHION. 
IT WOULD BE AN ALL OR NOTHING SITUATION. 


Well, as long as it doesn’t blow up 
i i] a whole city or something, do it. 
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ACVs begin hard acceleration to 


The ship has been tracked for more than a week, but only within the last 
few minutes has its trajectory been confirmed to threaten the planet. 


« 


Even at one minute out, it is still 100,000 kilometers away, | 
| its exact nature and intent difficult to determine. Only within 
j the last seconds will it be close enough to discern critical details. 


Even at 20 Gees, the ACVs will achieve only a fraction of the enemy's velocity 
before contact and the final closing speed will give them only milliseconds to 
react to evasive maneuvers made thousands of kilometers away. _| 


With so little time to react, maneuvering rates have to be assumed 
and attack plots derived from only the smallest hints of apparent evasion. | 
| The actually contact is over in a flash. 
| With a spray of short-range defensive fire to damage or distract, the ship 
} wrenches itself around with a series of explosively decompressing airlocks 
and wildly asymmetical thrust settings of its main engines. 
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None of the ACVs hit, and the ship flashes past 
the planet and prepares to leave Dornthantii space. 
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Just when you think it 
can't get any worse. 


eect 


It doesn't look like it will be a real firestorm. 
Not that there is anyone left down there to matter. 


The only survivors we've found have been 
around the edges of the strike zone. 


The whole system's 
locked down! 
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Nothing. i's like some kind }} 


of stop/lock command. 


ee 


The only reason we have emergency lights 
is that they are purely mechanical. 


| wonder what 
happened to the net? 


ve never seen anything 
like this before. 
How long do we have? 


Oh, about o minute. 


Yeah, you're right. 
Wouldn't be fair not 


You guys back there, 
all the systems have locked u 
‘and we're on our way down. 


I'm going to to write a note and 
put it somewhere that will survive. 
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Can we get landline and direct-beam comm going? 
Even without the processors, , 
we need to maintain at least some communication. 


Are you sure we're not just cut off? 


Don't know, the 
whole system is gone. 


There is some kind of lock-down instruction 
that keeps the general comm equipment from working. 


We have some dedicated transmitters that are unaffected, 
but there's almost nothing in the field that doesn't double 
as a processor terminal, and that's what's been locked down. 


Everything smarter than a watch has this 
virus or whatever it is, including all the diagnostic tools. 


To hit everything like this would need something 
that wos based on the fundamental security 
architecture to start with, and that is impossible. 


And even if we can clear something, 
not knowing what the problem is, 
we'd likely reinfect it as soon as we fry to use it. 


Could this be a weapon? 
Could the ILR have set it up 
beforehand and is now letting it go? 
Nothing is impossible. But the system 
was designed against anything like that. 


What? You mean someone at 
the very highest levels did this? 
Did this to us? 


I'm afraid so. I've already made mention of the 
Abennea EDF Command messing with things. 
Now I'd guess that since they can't have control, 
they won't let anyone else have control either. 


So we need to get a message out fo loyal units to 
arrest the command heads, especially Ikalik, Durboa, 


Vonnlit, and their immediate staff. As long as they're 
loose, they can raise all manner of havoc. 
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‘How's everything | We're doing fine now. 


| With these unlinked handsets, 
| we have a pretty good handle 
} on our survivors’ registry. 


SV 2; 
ae \ > 
The organization of food and shelter 
| has helped immeasurably. 
] 
! con't believe Tavas wouldn't have 
a better response to all this. 


he wasn't all that badly hurt, 


just a little concussion! 2M 
he should have made it! 
it's not fair! 


The net is back up. 
The EDF out of Abennea say 
they ore in control now. 


4 ‘Also say a renegade group 


WEA g Zig ; WN" —_— 
ai Yeah, that would be my office. (A EZ 
———— . A he didn't? he couldn't ! he's responsible 
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Bien eae "Report to Government House, Abenneo.” 
Yeah. But keep the net isolated Nope, don’t like it. Don't like it at all. | 
from our surviving systems, Fae eee 
just in case. 


Hey! It's back! 
| Not everything, 
} but enough to talk. 
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But it appears to be official enough. 
Sofeguard your operations from any 
new lock-downs, and generally don't let 
anyone stop you in your mission. 


Now we get to 
see what's up. 


— 


I'll need an armed squad, |: 
just to be sure. : 
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Peacefully? The conspirators have 
been secured, haven't they? 


Officer Felna? Are you prepared 
to face the charges against you? 


So you do have a defense. 
You have been accused of criminally usurping 
command authority in the face of the enemy. 
Further, you interfered in the administration 
of relief services to stricken populations who 
" hove suffered the consequences of your 
initial crimes. 


Under EDF code 28, | submit that these 
proceedings are suspect, and that an 
independent board be assembled to 

review the charges and evidence. 


I'm sorry, Officer Felna, but the 
evidence against you is incontrovertible. 
All surviving records will clearly -- . 


program is also recorded 
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However, we are aware of your motivations 
in this case and are prepared to be lenient. 


Enough. 
We have clear documentation of your actions, 
including your illegal net program, and are 
prepared fo pursue these capital charges 

against you.You will be convicted. 


We propose that you take a new posting that will, 
divert your zeal more directly toward qur common foe. 
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The DH 588 will be 
availablefor your 

command in a few 
days to seek out 
and engage ILR 
forces currently 

threatening Confed 

space. 

We trust you will 
see your duty and 
use this opportunity 
to rehabilitate your 
otherwise exemplary 
record. 


I'm sorry to see you've never 


leaned how to play the game. | suspect | have you to thank 


for my new assignment. 
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But all | know for sure at this 
instant is that you killed my son 


Things could have 
| been so different - . 


No. They don't want to leave 
their homes or loved ones. 


We could force relocation; 
practical safety and hygiene issues 
may moke it necessary anyway. 


No, it wasn't a question. 
This is not going to easily 
fade from memory. 


You killed them! 
You killed them all, 
you bloody bastard! 


Yo gonna kill me too? 
You got what you wanted 


sak, you're doing a good job 
ere, helping a lot of people. 


Z, 


Hold off there. 
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Tosak? 


Is that entirely wise? 
Or are you just getting soft? 


As | was trying to say, we've got a lot of blood 
on our hands and the survivors are not going to 
let us forget it. So if we want to hold on to what 


Ee} f we have, we're going fo have to make sure they 

33 \y] & don't have any reason to hate us any more than 
S of Xt , ( & they already do. Besides, levels of suppression 
sd A SS i kidding? usually match the weakness rather than the 

“eV hh hl habla strength of the state. So ignoring him is a better 


show of strength than prosecuting him. 
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Trust you would not expect 
any exoneration for your 
mutinous actions by doing so. 


Thank you, Chief Engineer. 
While | personally resent the affront to 
both my person and my ‘position as captain --. 


| feel compelled to congratulate 
you on your performance in what 
you must feel has been your duty. 


Normally, 
you would be subject 
fo summary execution. 


But these are not normal times. 
And you are to serve as both chief 

engineering officer and executive 
officer until you con be surrendered 
to a formal courts martial. 


sel I {do not trust your loyalty to me, 
Z I but | shall rely upon your dedication 
to this ship and her mission. 


We are to function as privateers, 

seizing what resources we need 

as we disrupt and deprive such 
from our enemies. 


You two, see the 
captain to her quarters. 


Tabek, signal that we'll be 
thrusting immediately. 
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Yes -- it was -- difficult. 


Heard things were 
rough down side. 


N 
Nagai's been hot to Nothing against you, 
|_/ get after the hostiles. | — | just anxious to be going. 
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a Sot 
f r= ; “a 


Is there anything? 


We can't let them 
get away with it 


Thank you, no. Nothing. 


othing at all 


